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of the field. . . . They have become lords over God's creatures
and free from all bonds of religion and humanity. . . . If mono-
polies are permitted to exist, then justice and righteousness must
vanish.'   The fact that these companies brought goods to Ger-
many from Calcutta and other distant places was, far from
being an extenuating circumstance, only an additional reason
for their suppression.   For the goods they brought consisted
largely of spices and silks and other luxuries for which a simple
and God-fearing society would have no use. Luther's ideal was
a patriarchal, agricultural society such as that depicted in the
Old Testament.   The patriarchs, like Abraham, bought and
sold, but they dealt in cattle, wool, grain, butter, and milk, which
were obvious gifts of God to man.   Such dealing, says Luther,
is natural and justifiable, but large profits from luxury trade
are sinful and unnatural.  'How can it be possible3, he exclaims,
'that any one can through righteous methods in a short lime
become richer than kings and emperors! ... Is it any wonder
that the monopolists are becoming Kings and we beggars?'
The traditional doctrine of the just price is stated over again:
Those who sell for as high a price as they wish... are the sources
of all sorts of wide-spreading wickedness and trickery.'   Prices
which are fixed by public authority must be strictly observed,
or, when there is no fixed price, recourse must be had to the
common estimation.

Usury is, of course, a deadly sin for individuals and destruc-
tive to society. Luther repeats in his own words the medieval
doctrine of the sterility of money, declaring that it is beyond his
comprehension how 100 florins can gain 20 florins annually*
What he does comprehend is that: eit is indeed high time that
a bit were put in the mouths of the Fuggers and other com-
panies.3 Again: 'the greatest misfortune of the German nation

is easily the traffic in interest-----The devil invented it, and the

Pope, by giving his sanction to it, has done untold evil throughout
the world.9 Before the peasants had infuriated and terrified him
by taking some of his doctrines too literally, Luther was ready
to champion their cause against the abuses of a practice which
the later canon law had allowed. It was a common occurrence